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What would Jesus have us do (about the upcoming election)?

by Tom Showalter

By the time you receive this newsletter the elec-
tions will be over...hopefully. We have quite a re-
sponsibility in electing governing officials, but the
election process is often filled with smear cam-
paigns, many unwanted phone calls, and enough
mailings to fill our mailboxes for a long time.

However, as I search Scriptures, I am challenged
by several often overlooked nuggets of wisdom
when it comes to governing officials:

Ro 13:1: Everyone must submit himself to

the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has es-
tablished. The authorities that exist have

been established by God.
1 Peter 2:13-14: Submit yourselves for the

Lord’s sake to every authority instituted
among men: whether to the king, as the
supreme authority, or to governors, who

are sent by him to punish those who do
wrong and to commend those who do
right.

We are also encouraged:

1Ti 2:1-2: I urge, then, first of all, that re-
quests, prayers, intercession and

thanksgiving be made for everyone—for
kings and all those in authority, that we

may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.

Samuel Adams put it this way:

“Let each citizen remember at the moment he
is offering his vote that he is not making a
present or a compliment to please an indi-
vidual--or at least that he ought not so to

for human representatives. I don't care how
moral and upstanding the politician is that we
vote into office... he or she is still a sinner. He or
she is still prone to the same weaknesses and
sinful tendencies and the same temptations as
the rest of us. That reality alone should prompt
our prayers for God’s intercession.

In his article, "A Century of Congress" published
in Atlantic magazine in July 1877, President
James Garfield said this:

“Now more than ever the people are respon-
sible for the character of their Congress.
If that body be ignorant, reckless, and
corrupt, it is because the people tolerate
ignorance, recklessness, and corruption.
If it be intelligent, brave, and pure, it is
because the people demand these high
qualities to represent them in the nation-
al legislature.... If the next centennial
does not find us a great nation...it will be
because those who represent the enter-
prise, the culture, and the morality of the
nation do not aid in controlling the politi-
cal forces. In every election, the future of
our nation hangs in the balance. Let’s let
our faith in the Living God, who loves us
without end and who leads us into all
truth help shape that future. And may
God bless America.”

Regardless of your political affiliation, as follow-
ers of Jesus, we are to live lives that display the
character and mission that Jesus modeled for
us. We may disagree, but we will maintain uni-
ty under the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ.

do; but that he is executing one of the most

solemn trusts in human society for which he 1t js a dangerous mistake to put more faith in

is accountable to God and his country.”-- politics, politicians, and political parties than we

Samuel Adams, The Writings of Samuel Ad- do in God. We trust God to take care of us...not
ams, Harry Alonzo Cushing, editor (New man.

York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1907), Vol. 1V, p.
256, in the Boston Gazette on April 16,
1781.

Express your faith and your conviction and vote...
and when you vote remember that we are voting

Psalm 20:7 (NIV)

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but
we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
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Thanksgiving Offering 2018—Nathan & Brianna Martin
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Marcine Louise Baxter, 79, of Richland
passed away on July 23, 2018. Marcine was
born June 17, 1939 in rural Batavia, the old-
est daughter of Harold Kenneth and Shearley
Carmen DeVore McDowell. A graduate of
Agency High School, Marcine attended Parson
College. On August 28, 1960 married Mervin
Leon Baxter at Agency Methodist Church, he
died in 2010.

Marcine was a member of the Pleasant Plain
Friends Church and USFW organization, Sun-
day and Bible School Teacher. She was a life-
time member of Chief Wapello Association
and a member of the Carnegie Museum and
Agency Library Museum. She worked at Ot-
tumwa Regional Hospital, Mercy Hospital in
Davenport, Jefferson County Hospital,
Parkview Care Center, Fairfield Public Grade
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Schools, MIU Child Care and custodian at the
Pleasant Plain Friends Church for 23 years and
cleaned many homes. Her hobbies were gar-
dening, taking care of her chickens, cooking
and baking, writing, playing the piano and car-
ing for her family. She loved all her family, a
blessing from God.

Surviving are her five children Jim Baxter of
Burlington, Joe (Mary) Baxter of Olathe KS,
Joyce (Nick) Martin of Packwood, Johnnie
(Michelle) Baxter of Brighton, and Jeanna
(Dave) Johnson of Richland. 7 grandchildren, 3
great-grandchildren, one sister-in-law: Debbie
Baxter of Moscow, IA. She was preceded in
death by her parents, her husband, an infant
son, Jerry, a great-granddaughter, Jessica,
and a sister Marjorie Gilltner.

Bloom Und Beceme—Created to Flowrish
Waomen’s conference @ Fairfield Fuiends March 8-9, 2019
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REGISTRATION FEES -

KRIS RANKIN iz our R

O Early Bird Price 550.00 - Unfil January 31, 2019
Check one O Late Registration 570.00 — February 1 — March 7, 2019
O Walk-In Registration $80.00 - March 8%, 201%

Ernicail:

Cell Phone:

Your Church Mame:

istration Coordinator

O I'd like fo pay in installments. Confact Kris Rankin at ffcwomens@gmail.com

O I'd like to help “Help A Sister Qut” and donate %

registration.
TOTAL DUE:

towards her

Paidby: 0O Cash O Check Payableto: Fairfizld Friends Church

O Debit/Credit [credit cards or delit cards) go to forfisldfiendschurch.ong

FOOD: please tell us if you have any food resirictions i.e. giuoten free, vegetaran, etc. We will make

every effort fo occommodate these restrictions.  Please list here:

REFUND POLICY: There will be no refunds once registration is purchased. You may re-sell your
registration or gift it fo another person. Thank you for understanding.



Mission Focus: Oscar Mmbadli Belize
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